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WHY YOU SHOULD CHOOSE AN EXCEEDING CHILDCARE?

We are very pleased to announce that we received an EXCEEDING rating for NQS. It means that our service goes beyond the
requirements of the National Quality Standard in at least four of the seven quality areas!

Quality Childcare always looks like fun in a loving environment. Research shows quality education and care early in life leads to
better health, education, and employment outcomes later in life. The early years are critical for establishing self-esteem, resilience,
healthy growth, and capacity to learn. Quality education and care shapes every child’s future and lays the foundation for
development and learning. I Steam Ahead is very proud to be a part your families lives, creating the very best quality care every
single day.

I Steam Ahead has philosophical passion and dedication to share in raising your children. We believe that each child has the right
to a happy, safe, secure, and educationally focused childhood. We provide loving care to our children as well as a commitment to
providing the best quality educational experiences.

In order to achieve an Exceeding Rating the National Quality Standard (NQS) sets a high national benchmark for early childhood
education and care and outside school hours care services in Australia. Services are assessed and rated by their regulatory
authority against the NQS, and given a rating for each of the 7 quality areas and an overall rating based on these results:

Quality Area 1 – Educational program and practice
Educational program and practice of educators are child-centred, stimulating and maximise opportunities for enhancing and
extending each child’s learning and development.

Quality Area 2 – Children's health and safety 
Children have the right to experience quality education and care in an environment that safeguards and promotes their health,
safety, and wellbeing.

Quality Area 3 – Physical environment
Physical environment is safe, suitable and provides a rich and diverse range of experiences that promote children’s learning and
development.

Quality Area 4 – Staffing arrangements
Qualified and experienced educators, who develop warm, respectful relationships with children, create predictable environments
and encourage children’s active engagement in the learning program.

Quality Area 5 – Relationships with children 
Relationships with children are responsive, respectful and promote children’s sense of security and belonging.

Quality Area 6 – Collaborative partnerships with families and communities
Collaborative relationships with families are fundamental to achieving quality outcomes for children, and community partnerships
based on active communication, consultation and collaboration are essential.

Quality Area 7 – Governance and leadership
Effective leadership and governance of the service contributes to quality environments for children’s learning and development.
Effective leaders establish shared values for the service and set clear direction for the service’s continuous improvement.

We could not be happier with our great achievement and this would never be possible without the support of our team of
educators, parents, and the hard work and dedication we put into our service. 
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OUR PHILOSOPHY

At I STEAM Ahead we embrace BELONGING, BEING and BECOMING through believing and living out the expectations
of the Early Years Learning Framework. 

We respect that children belong to a family first and that we are privileged to be given the opportunity to be partners in
caring for their children. We have a duty to build positive relationships with families and create with them a sense of
belonging to I STEAM Ahead.

We nurture the notion that in the early year children seek to make meaning of the world around them through
developing an understanding of themselves, building relationships with others and engaging in meaningful experiences.

We strive to equip children with habits of mind to help them learn and grow in an ever changing world.

In order to live our pedagogy, we ensure that we provide a vast variety of resources and rich experiences so that children
in our care can develop a strong sense of identity, are connected with and contribute to their world, have a strong sense
of wellbeing, are confident and involved learners and are effective communicators.

As educators at I STEAM Ahead we are committed to the practises outlined in the Early Years Learning Framework and
draw on a rich repertoire of pedagogical practices to promote children’s learning by: 

• adopting holistic approaches 
• being responsive to children 
• planning and implementing learning through play 
• intentional teaching 
• creating physical and social learning environments that have a positive impact on children’s learning 
• valuing the cultural and social contexts of children and their families 
• providing for continuity in experiences and enabling children to have successful transition
• assessing and monitoring children’s learning to inform provision and to support children in achieving learning
outcomes.
(BELONGING, BEING & BECOMING The Early Years Learning Framework for Australia page 16)

A STEM/STEAM approach to learning through play allows children to develop ways of thinking and processing in the
areas of science, technology, engineering arts and mathematics through play and is not content driven. It further
develops curiosity, inquiry, creativity, exploration, collaboration and critical thinking. These, in return help develop who
children are and who they can become which enhances BELONGING, BEING and BECOMING.
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 Highly trained early learning professionals who care deeply about each and every one of the children in their
care  

Creating meaningful play-based experiences for children that will both challenge them and extend their
learning.  

Our preschool has a high educator to child ratio.

We pride ourselves on our highly qualified and caring educators and early childhood teachers at I Steam Ahead
Early Learning. They are a team of certified early childhood educators and teachers, dedicated to providing
children with the best start in life through loving care and learning development.  Our educators take the time to
get to know your child their unique interests, personalities and developmental stages.

We collaborate with you to help deepen their learning opportunities with experiences that relate back to their
home environments. their unique interests, personalities and developmental stages.We collaborate with you to help
deepen their learning opportunities with experiences that relate back to their home environments. Your child will
be supported in their development - we regularly communicate with families on how their child is progressing and
on their day-to-day experiences at the Centre both in person and through our specialized 
system.
 To ensure our educators are always developing and keeping abreast of changes within the Early Childhood
Education field, we provide them with extensive professional development opportunities.

What Makes Our Educators Special?

It takes a unique set of skills, passions and attributes to make a fantastic educator:

OUR EDUCATORS
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INCLUSION SUPPORT 

 Our  Inclusion Support philosophy is based on a commitment to equality and fairness for all
children, particularly their right to fully participate in every aspect of the program. The
Inclusion Support Programme (ISP) assists education and care services to include children with
additional needs alongside their peers. 

We work closely with KU Services and Gowrie NSW which our Inclusion Agencies to help
provide a quality inclusive environment for children with additional needs, including children
with disability, children from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, children from a
refugee background and Indigenous children. 

The Inclusion Agencies assist us to build our capacity to provide and embed inclusive practice
into our delivery of early learning programs.

Adapted from https://www.acecqa.gov.au/help/inclusion-support-program

Learn more about what we can offer to your family, visit our Centre to understand about our
great culture! 
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WHY STEAM?

STEAM promotes curiosity, inquiry, creativity, exploration, collaboration and critical thinking!
Whilst researching the many approved, successful and ever-changing educational theories, I
came across the latest international research that suggests that circa 75% of the fastest growing
industries in the 21st century in fact require STEM/STEAM ways of thinking and processing in
the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics.

STEAM  its very big in Primary Schools and definitely in high schools and its like a hands on
project based type of learning and we started to look at how well can we incorporate that into
the early years. STEAM is a mindset approach, it is about creating children to be thinkers,
problem solver, be creative, ask questions to be inquisitive. 

STEAM programs develop STEAM practices through play and are not content driven. As a result
our unique resources offer children the opportunity to develop STEAM Practices and Habits of
Mind
 
Research also shows that the first five years of life are critical to the process of growth and
development in children. So, let us share in your child’s growth and development journey.

Visit our centre today and see why we’re different!
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