
I  S T E A M  A H E A D
J U N E / J U L Y  2 0 2 1  •  V O L .  6

E A R L Y  L E A R N I N G  C E N T R E  

OUR ACTIVITIES

A warm welcome to all our new
families that have joined us. I trust
that your experience at I Steam
Ahead Learning Centre will see
your children settle into childcare
life quickly. 
We are looking forward to sharing
many engaging experiences with
you and our children in the
upcoming months!

Welcome to our
Monthly Newsletter



OUR ACTIVITIES IN THE MOVERS & STEAMERS ROOM
BY JESSICA , JANAINA AND ANGELEZ 

During the month of June, the Movers and Steamers children had the opportunity to

explore our different feelings. 

We looked at how to identify them and express them in words. During group times,

educators planned a variety of activities to bring to life the topic of ‘feelings’. We

used resources such as flash cards and books to highlight our feelings.

As educators, we believe in developing the whole child, giving them knowledge and

skills to engage in the different environments. With this we must help them develop

cognitive and socio-emotional skills so that our children can deal with the many

emotions the feel on a daily basis. They feel anger, joy, sadness, frustration and react

to these feelings in many ways – they get elated, they scream, they get angry and

sometimes they do it inappropriately, but all emotions are part of being human.

Therefore, we need to help our children learn how to identify, recognize, understand

their emotions and how to communicate them with those around them – parents,

educators and peers. 

We created opportunities for them to identify and name the different feelings

through purposely planned experiences and activities. We used flash cards, books,

conversation circles and other resources to develop a range of ways express their

feelings appropriately and in a positive manner



OUR ACTIVITIES IN SHAKERS' S ROOM 
B Y  B R E N D A  A N D  L E S L E Y  

During the month of June, the Shakers welcomed ‘Winter’ in our classroom. We
used our TV to create a digital fireplace as part of our STEAM program, it also
made the room feel cosy and welcoming. 

We also had our own bonfire using wooden sticks, leaves and red paper (fire), a
great dramatic play experience for the children alongside with a tent and natural
resources. The children made marshmallows from playdough and roasted them
in our pretend bonfire. We extended our interest for winter by providing the
children with STEAM activities such as building with marshmallows and sticks, as
little engineers.

To further extend STEAM in our program we had story telling through
imaginative play. Goldilocks and The Tree Bears was their story chosen. There are
so many opportunities for learning in this timeless story, we explored the
mathematical size – small, medium and large. Placing objects in order of size is
one of the foundations of learning measurement. The story also includes use of
lots of descriptive language with phrases such as too hot, too cold, too hard and
too soft, and the repetition of the story makes it a memorable one for young
children to retell and act out. It also provides a fantastic invitation to play
imaginatively! We even made real porridge for morning tea just like the one the
bears had in the book. 

We continued exploring our interest in bears and created a ‘Bear’s Tea Party’
corner and a sensory bin. A month full of creativity and imagination! 



OUR ACTIVITIES IN THE RATTLERS' S ROOM

B Y  T E A C H E R  R H I A N  A N D  S H I E L L A  

In this last month, we made cotton ball snowmen. We have been exploring sensory activities, looking
at different textures by exploring how dry leaves feel. To follow up, the children decorated their dry
leaves. We also explored the Australian wildflower – Banksia. We continued our sensory play by
creating a snow sensory bottle; we made a collage with assorted fruits and made some mint tea from
the mint we grow in our garden. These experiences allowed our children to explore and create using
their 5 senses-  touch, sight, smell, hearing and taste. 

As part of developing our gross motor and fine motor skills we focused on large muscle movement
through physical experiences, we enjoyed playing with cars and balls. We liked to watch the ball roll in
different directions and tried to catch them. 
We are also encouraging self-help skills in the room. We have been practising washing hands; taking
our shoes off and on and helping to pack away our toys.

We have also been busy cooking in home corner using new cooking utensils and little cups. We believe
hands on cooking activities help children develop confidence, self-directed and develop problem
solving skills so we have learnt how to bake a banana cake. We watched how Miss Gloria prepared and
cut the bananas for our cake. Then we placed all the ingredients into a big bowl and then in a cake
tray ready for the oven. After our cake finished cooking, we were happy to eat it all for afternoon tea. 
We celebrated NADIOC week doing some Aboriginal dot painting. We explored technology using
cotton buds to make the little dots and created our very own Aboriginal artworks. 

The children have shown a great interest in looking at books. We read a story every day. This is great for
their language development. The children enjoyed listening to the sound of the teachers reading the
stories. They also enjoyed seeing the various illustrations, particularly the bright colours. Some of the
children are also practicing relating words and actions they know with pictures in the book.
We would like to ask if your child has a favourite book at home that you can bring into the Centre so
we can read it together. This would be a great way to share our resources and would make the
children very happy!

We are always looking for ways that we can strengthen our partnerships with our parents. We are keen
for you to give us feedback and suggestions on any areas of our program. You can write comments on
EarlyWork apps or send us an email. 
Friendly Reminder!!!  As the weather is getting cooler, please pack a jacket or jumper for your child as
the children still enjoy spending time outdoors in the cooler months. Please also check that the spare
clothes in your child’s bag are suitable for colder weather.
We look forward to another exciting upcoming month. Please feel free to approach us with any
concerns, questions or comments you may have about your child, our program, or anything else.



NAIDOC WEEK   
I Steam Ahead is proud to share how we
celebrated NAIDOC week with our
children!

Our Educators set up activities for our
children to celebrate NAIDOC. They had
the opportunity to create, paint and work
with materials sourced through nature.
Our intention is to help our children
develop an understanding of the
importance of ‘Acknowledgement of
Country’ by explaining that it is a way to
say “thank you for letting us share your
land on which we play and learn”.

We painted Aboriginal tapping sticks using
different bright colours and we will be
using the tapping sticks with our
didgeridoos to make music! We are loving
our NAIDOC week art and craft. We have
been very interested in cooking lately so
Miss Gloria provided the children with
another cooking activity.

The Shakers helped the educator make NAIDOC week cookies with the Aboriginal flag that were
enjoyed for afternoon tea. It was such a great experience and helped us socialise and work on our
taking turns and attention skills.


